2 CORINTHIANS 
REASONING & RECONCILIATION 


ABOUT THE BOOK 
After 1 Corinthians had been received the church in Corinth, false teachers had entered in and stirred the 
people up against Paul. 
They claimed he was: 
° Fickle 
e Proud 
e Unimpressive in appearance 
¢ Unqualified as an apostle of Jesus Christ 
Paul penned 2 Corinthians in order to: 
e Express his thanksgiving for the repentant attitude that resulted from their having received 1 
Corinthians. 
¢ To appeal to the rebellious members among them to accept his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Titus and another brother carried 2 Corinthians to the church at Corinth. 


CHAPTER: 13 
VERSES: 257 
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STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS 
* Throughout the letter Paul turns upside down our natural expectations of the way life works. 
* Contrary to the way the world and our own human hearts naturally function, God takes what is 
low, despised, and weak to accomplish his purposes. 
* Second Corinthians tells us that 
* comfort comes through affliction (2 Cor. 1:3-7), 
* sufficiency through insufficiency (3:1-6), 
* life through death (4:7-15), 
* blessing through suffering (6:3-10), 
* salvation through grief (7:2-10), 
* abundance through poverty (8:1-2, 9, 14), and 
* boasting through hardship (11:16-30). 
* Chapter 12 then gives the key principle: God's “power is made perfect in weakness” (12:9). 


* Weakness is not good in itself, yet it is God’s chosen means of displaying his grace and glory 
and power. 
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RECONCILIATION 


* Reconciliation. One of the main reasons Paul wrote 2 Corinthians was to emphasize the 
importance of reconciliation among believers. 

* Paul addresses the need for the Corinthians to reconcile with an estranged brother (2 Cor. 2:5-11) 
as well as with Paul himself (7:2-16). 

* Indeed, to fail to reconcile is to be outwitted by Satan (2:11). 

* As believers face divisions across the global church as well as broken relationships closer to home, 


Paul’s gentle exhortations to pursue restoration when possible are words worth remembering. 
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_ SERVANT LEADERSHIP 


* Servant leadership. 


* 


In both letters to the church at Corinth but especially in 2 Corinthians, Paul gives a 
powertul example of what it means to lead the body of Christ. 

Above all, Christian leaders are to do what Christ himself did: pour out their lives in self- 
giving love for the sake of others. 

While Christians in no way atone for sin as Christ did, we do spread the knowledge of that 
atonement in the way he did—through sacrificial love (2 Cor. 4:10-12). 

“If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation” (1:6). 

“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake” (4:5). 

Servant leadership is not optional for the global church. 

It is not for some regions of the world but not for others. It is the high calling of all who 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 


SALUTATION AND THANKSGIVING (2Cr 1:1-11) 
PAUL EXPLAINS HIS MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION (2Cr 1:12-7:16) 
* HE DEFENDS HIS INTEGRITY 
1. The Changed Plan (2Cr 1:12-22) 
2. The Delayed Visit (2Cr 1:23-2:4) 
3. The Penitent Offender (2Cr 2:5-11) 
* HE DESCRIBES HIS APOSTOLIC MINISTRY 
1. Triumphant (2Cr 2:12-17) 
2. Accredited (2Cr 3:1-3) 
3. Glorious (2Cr 3:4-18) 
4. Honest (2Cr 4:1-6) 
5. Suffering (2Cr 4:7-18) 
6. Hopeful (2Cr 5:1-10) 
7. Devoted (2Cr 5:11-17) 
8. Reconciling (2Cr 5:18-21) 
9. Approved (2Cr 6:1-10) 
E MAKES HIS APPEAL TO THEM 
1. To Open Their Hearts (2Cr 6:11-13) 
2. To Be Separate From The World (2Cr 6:14-7:1) 
3. The Comfort And Confidence They Have Given Him (2Cr 
7:2-16) 
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¢ THE COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS IN JERUSALEM (2Cr 8:1-9:15) 
1. THE EXAMPLE OF MACEDONIA (2Cr 8:1-5) 
2. THE BASIS FOR HIS EXHORTATION (2Cr 8:6-15) 
3. THE MESSENGERS FOR THIS MINISTRY (2Cr 8:16-9:5) 
4. THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO GIVE LIBERALLY (2Cr 9:6-15) 


¢ PAUL DEFENDS HIS APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY (2Cr 10:1-13:10) 
¢ EXPLANATION CONCERNING HIS CONDUCT 
1. He Uses Weapons Mighty In God (2Cr 10:1-11) 
2. The Contrast Between Him And His Opponents (2Cr 10:7-18) 
* SOME FOOLISH BOASTING 
1. The Necessity For Boasting (2Cr 11:1-21) 
2. The Grounds For His Boasting (2Cr 11:22-12:10) 
3. His Rebuke For Compelling Him To Boast (2Cr 12:11-13) 
* HIS FINAL WARNINGS 
Motivated By Love, He Seeks Their Edification (2Cr 12:14-19) 
His Fear Of What He Will Find (2Cr 12:20-21) 
His Coming Will Be In Judgment If Necessary (2Cr 13:1-6) 
But He Hopes To Avoid Sharp Words By Writing In Advance 
(2Cr 13:7-10) 
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CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS AND BENEDICTION (2Cr 13:11-14 


